
NOTICES 

Connect with us 
If you’re new at Grace Church, we’d 
love to connect. Sign up to our 
Newsletter or WhatsApp Group by 
scanning the QR code or emailing  
info@greenwich.church 
 
 

Summer Schedule 

In August, you can join for Summer Fellowship 
on Tuesday nights at 8pm in Canada Water, or 
on Wednesday nights at 8pm in Greenwich. 

    20/21st August – Charles Spurgeon 

   27/28th August – Gresham Machen 

 

There will be no Sunday services at Eltham 
during the month of August. 

 
Weekend Away 
Our Autumn Weekend Away  
will take place from 11th to 13th  
October 2024 in Ashburnham  
Place. Sign-ups are open now! 
 

 
Giving 
Grace Church is funded wholly by the donations 
of its members. See www.greenwich.church/give 
or set up a bank transfer (40-52-40/00027789)  
or to give tax efficiently contact treasurer@ 

greenwich.church 

 

 

 

 

 
Next Sunday: 1 Samuel 5:1-7:2 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

WELCOME 

SONG: Only A Holy God 

CHILDREN’S TALK 

CONFESSION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
We have sinned against you  
And against our neighbour, 
In thought and word and deed, 
Through negligence, through weakness, 
Through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
Who died for us, 
Forgive us all that is past; 
And grant that we may serve you  
In newness of life 
To the glory of your name. Amen. 
Common Worship, © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 
2000-2006 

NOTICES (Children go to Sunday School and Crèche) 

SONG: Behold Our God 

SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy 

READING: 1 Samuel 4:1b-11(pg. 228) 

READING: 1 Samuel 4:12-22 (pg. 228) 

SERMON  

PRAYERS 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen 

SONG: Sovereign Over Us  

BLESSING 

    

Grace Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously. If you have any concerns, please 
email Sarah Wilde at safeguarding@greenwich.church, or contact the Diocese of Southwark Safeguarding Team 
(020 7939 9423). See www.greenwich.church/safeguarding. 

Welcome! 

Sunday 18th August 2024 
 
 

 
“Those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, 

because they did not recognise [Jesus] 
 nor understand the utterances of the prophets, 

which are read every Sabbath, 
 fulfilled them by condemning him." 

 

Acts 13:27 (ESV) 
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4 […] Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped 
at Ebenezer, and the Philistines encamped at Aphek. 2 The Philistines drew 
up in line against Israel, and when the battle spread, Israel was defeated by the 

Philistines, who killed about four thousand men on the field of battle. 3 And when the 
troops came to the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the LORD defeated us today 
before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD here from Shiloh, 
that it may come among us and save us from the power of our enemies.” 4 So the people 
sent to Shiloh and brought from there the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, who 
is enthroned on the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there 
with the ark of the covenant of God. 

5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel gave a 
mighty shout, so that the earth resounded. 6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of 
the shouting, they said, “What does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” 
And when they learned that the ark of the LORD had come to the camp, 7 the Philistines 
were afraid, for they said, “A god has come into the camp.” And they said, “Woe to us! 
For nothing like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the power 
of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with every sort of 
plague in the wilderness. 9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines, lest you become slaves 
to the Hebrews as they have been to you; be men and fight.” 

10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every man to his home. 
And there was a very great slaughter, for there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot 
soldiers. 11 And the ark of God was captured, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, died. 

12 A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line and came to Shiloh the same day, with his 
clothes torn and with dirt on his head. 13 When he arrived, Eli was sitting on his seat by the 
road watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into 
the city and told the news, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the sound of the outcry, 
he said, “What is this uproar?” Then the man hurried and came and told Eli. 15 Now Eli 
was ninety-eight years old and his eyes were set so that he could not see. 16 And the man 
said to Eli, “I am he who has come from the battle; I fled from the battle today.” And he 
said, “How did it go, my son?” 17 He who brought the news answered and said, “Israel has 
fled before the Philistines, and there has also been a great defeat among the people. Your 
two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been 
captured.” 18 As soon as he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over backwards from his 
seat by the side of the gate, and his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and 
heavy. He had judged Israel for forty years. 

19 Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to give birth. And 
when she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, and that her father-in-law and 
her husband were dead, she bowed and gave birth, for her pains came upon her.20 And 
about the time of her death the women attending her said to her, “Do not be afraid, for 
you have borne a son.” But she did not answer or pay attention. 21 And she named the 
child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel!” because the ark of God had 
been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she said, “The 
glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” 

 

When defeat is a kind of victory 

 
Previously in 1 Samuel… 
 

  

vs 

 
Hophni Phinehas  Samuel 

 
 
1) In the absence of God’s word 

 
 
 
 

2) people turn to “lucky rabbit’s foot” religion 
 
cf. Calvin’s Treatise on Relics (published 1543) 

 
 
 
 

3) and they lose a battle 

 

 

 

4) but God’s word still wins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where have you encountered superstition instead of Scripture  
a) in your own life b) in other churches c) at Grace Church 
Greenwich? 

 

1 Samuel 4 :1b-22 


