
NOTICES 

Connect with us 

If you’re new at Grace Church, we’d 
love to connect. Sign up to our 
Newsletter or WhatsApp Group by 
scanning the QR code or emailing  
info@greenwich.church 

 
Electoral Roll 

If you have been attending Grace 
Church for over 6 months, are 16+ 
and professing the Christian faith, 
please sign up for our electoral roll 
and the upcoming trustee election 
by scanning the QR code.  

 

Prayer Gathering 

We will meet for our last prayer gathering of the 
year this week in our Grace Groups before taking 
a break for the summer. 

 

Summer Schedule 

In August, you can join for Summer Fellowship 
on Tuesday nights at 8pm in Canada Water, or 
on Wednesday nights at 8pm in Greenwich.  

There will be no Sunday services at Eltham 
during the month of August.  

 
Giving 
Grace Church is funded wholly by the donations 
of its members. See www.greenwich.church/give 
or set up a bank transfer (40-52-40/00027789)  
or to give tax efficiently contact treasurer@ 

greenwich.church 

 

Next Sunday: 1 Samuel 7:3-15 

 

www.greenwich.church 
  @greenwich.church    

 GraceChurchGreenwich   

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

WELCOME 

SONG: Behold Our God 

CHILDREN’S TALK 

CONFESSION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
We have sinned against you  
And against our fellow men, 
In thought and word and deed, 
In the evil we have done 
And in the good we have not done, 
Through ignorance, through weakness, 
Through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
Who died for us, 
Forgive us all that is past; 
And grant that we may serve you  
In newness of life 
To the glory of your name. Amen. 
Common Worship, © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 
2000-2006 

NOTICES (Children go to Sunday School and Crèche) 

SUMMER READING 

SONG: Holy Holy Holy 

SONG: He Is Our God 

SERMON: 1 Samuel 5-6 (pp. 228-229) 

PRAYERS 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen 

SONG: Only A Holy God 

BLESSING 

    

Grace Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously. If you have any concerns, please 
email Sarah Wilde at safeguarding@greenwich.church, or contact the Diocese of Southwark Safeguarding Team 
(020 7939 9423). See www.greenwich.church/safeguarding. 

Welcome! 

Sunday 7th July 2024 
 

 

“Who can stand before this holy God?” 

 

1 Samuel 6:20 (ESV) 
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5 When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it 
from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 Then the Philistines took the ark of God and 
brought it into the house of Dagon and set it up beside Dagon. 3 And when 
the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, behold, Dagon had fallen face 
downward on the ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon 
and put him back in his place. 4 But when they rose early on the next 
morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before 

the ark of the LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying cut off on the 
threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. 5 This is why the priests of Dagon and all who 

enter the house of Dagon do not tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day. 

6 The hand of the LORD was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified and afflicted 
them with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory. 7 And when the men of Ashdod saw how things 
were, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for his hand is hard against 
us and against Dagon our god.” 8 So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines 
and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” They answered, “Let the ark of 
the God of Israel be brought around to Gath.” So they brought the ark of the God of Israel 
there. 9 But after they had brought it around, the hand of the LORD was against the city, causing 
a very great panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, both young and old, so that tumors broke 
out on them. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But as soon as the ark of God came to 
Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought around to us the ark of the God of 
Israel to kill us and our people.” 11 They sent therefore and gathered together all the lords of the 
Philistines and said, “Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it return to its own place, that 
it may not kill us and our people.” For there was a deathly panic throughout the whole city. The 
hand of God was very heavy there. 12 The men who did not die were struck with tumors, and the 
cry of the city went up to heaven. 

6 The ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months. 2 And the Philistines 
called for the priests and the diviners and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the LORD? Tell 
us with what we shall send it to its place.” 3 They said, “If you send away the ark of the God of 
Israel, do not send it empty, but by all means return him a guilt offering. Then you will be healed, 
and it will be known to you why his hand does not turn away from you.” 4 And they said, “What 
is the guilt offering that we shall return to him?” They answered, “Five golden tumours and five 
golden mice, according to the number of the lords of the Philistines, for the same plague was on 
all of you and on your lords. 5 So you must make images of your tumours and images of your mice 
that ravage the land, and give glory to the God of Israel. Perhaps he will lighten his hand from off 
you and your gods and your land. 6 Why should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians 
and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? After he had dealt severely with them, did they not send the 
people away, and they departed? 7 Now then, take and prepare a new cart and two milk cows on 
which there has never come a yoke, and yoke the cows to the cart, but take their calves home, 
away from them. 8 And take the ark of the LORD and place it on the cart and put in a box at its 
side the figures of gold, which you are returning to him as a guilt offering. Then send it off and let 
it go its way 9 and watch. If it goes up on the way to its own land, to Beth-shemesh, then it is he 
who has done us this great harm, but if not, then we shall know that it is not his hand that struck 
us; it happened to us by coincidence.” 

10 The men did so, and took two milk cows and yoked them to the cart and shut up their calves 
at home. 11 And they put the ark of the LORD on the cart and the box with the golden mice and 
the images of their tumors. 12 And the cows went straight in the direction of Beth-shemesh 
along one highway, lowing as they went. They turned neither to the right nor to the left, and the 
lords of the Philistines went after them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh. 13 Now the people 
of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. And when they lifted up their eyes 

and saw the ark, they rejoiced to see it. 14 The cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh 
and stopped there. A great stone was there. And they split up the wood of the cart and offered the 
cows as a burnt offering to the LORD. 15 And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD and 
the box that was beside it, in which were the golden figures, and set them upon the great stone. 
And the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices on that day to 
the LORD. 16 And when the five lords of the Philistines saw it, they returned that day to Ekron. 

17 These are the golden tumors that the Philistines returned as a guilt offering to the LORD: one 
for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath, one for Ekron, 18 and the golden mice, 
according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, both fortified 
cities and unwalled villages. The great stone beside which they set down the ark of the LORD is a 
witness to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh. 

19 And he struck some of the men of Beth-shemesh, because they looked upon the ark of 
the LORD. He struck seventy men of them, and the people mourned because the LORD had 
struck the people with a great blow. 20 Then the men of Beth-shemesh said, “Who is able to stand 
before the LORD, this holy God? And to whom shall he go up away from us?” 21 So they sent 
messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of 

the LORD. Come down and take it up to you.” 

7 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD and brought it to the 
house of Abinadab on the hill. And they consecrated his son Eleazar to have charge of the ark of 
the LORD. 2 From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some 
twenty years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD. 

 
 

 
Introduction: do you treat the LORD as a genie or do you fear 
him? 
 

 
1) When the LORD’s people lose a battle, does it mean that the 

LORD lost a battle? 
 

 
2) No. The LORD can still beat his enemies and their “gods” 

 

3) Thus pagans come to fear the LORD 
 

 

4) But woe to God’s people if we don’t fear the LORD too!  
 
 
 
Coffee Question: do you treat the LORD as a genie or do you fear him?  

1 Samuel 5:1-7:2 


