
 

     

Sanctification 
 

 

Sanctification = Holy-fication! 

 

 

 

 

 Positional Sanctification     Progressive Sanctification 

 (how it’s mainly used in the Bible)  (how it’s mainly used in theology) 

 

 

Sanctification: the work of Christ in cleansing us from sin and consecrating us to him-
self as a people devoted to his service. (David Peterson) 
For you are a people holy to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, 
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. (Deuteronomy 14:2) 

[God] chose us in [Christ] before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. (Ephesians 1:4) 
 
 
 

 

1. We are Saints! 
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: (1 Corinthians 1:2) 

 

 

 …all because of Christ 

Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor 
thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. 

But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1:30) 

 

 

2. We are to live out our new identity 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the ex-
cellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. (1Peter 2:9-11) 

 

  



 

     

 

…we have a new family likeness 
As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you 

also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:14-16, cf. Hebrews 12:10; 1 
John 3-9-10) 
 

 

 …so we are to show our separateness from the world outside 

What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, 
“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
17 Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome 
you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to 
completion in the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1)  
 
 
 

 …because we are set apart for the world 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. (Jn 17:17-18) 

 
 

 …as the Lord prepares us for his coming 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:23; cf 3:12-13) 

 

 

So be who you are! 


