ORDER OF SERVICE

WELCOME
SONG: How Great Thou Art
CHILDREN’S TALK: Luke 12:11-12

CONFESSION

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
We have sinned against you

And against our fellow men,

In thought and word and deed,

In the evil we have done

And in the good we have not done,
Through ignorance, through weakness,
Through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
Who died for us,

Forgive us all that is past;

And grant that we may serve you

In newness of life

To the glory of your name. Amen.
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FIRE SAFETY NOTICE

NOTICES (Children leave for Sunday School and
Creche)

SONG: Jesus!

SONG: Let Your Kingdom Come
READINGS: Acts 6:8 — 7:1 (pg. 914)
SERMON

PRAYERS

Q&A: Text questions to 07520632065
SONG: Tell Out My Soul
BLESSING

NOTICES

Sex, Dating and Relationships Seminar:

25 February, 7.30-9.30pm

We will meet at the Latimer’s House — please
ask if you don’t know whether that is, or email
fiona.mahendran@greenwich.church

Vision Evening - 2 March, 8pm

Join us as we give thanks to God for the past
year and set out and pray through our vision for
the year ahead. If you have particular questions
about why we do what we do, please email
them to jono.pick@greenwich.church and we
will do our best to answer them on the night.

Jesus: A Sceptic’s Guide: 20-27 March
Glen Scrivener will be presenting the good
news of Jesus on both Sundays. In addition,
please consider whether you might be able to
host or invite friends to an event midweek.

Grace Groups: Wednesday 8pm

Our small group Bible studies meet in the King
William building, Greenwich. This week we will
be looking at Exodus 11:1-13:16. All welcome.

Bitesize Theology: Wednesday 7:15pm
Bitesize Theology takes place immediately
before Grace Groups. This week the topic is
“Baptism and Filling of the Spirit”

Giving

Grace Church is funded wholly by the
donations of its members. To support our work
and give tax efficiently please email
treasuret(@greenwich.church (40-52-40 /
00027789) or give through our website at
www.gteenwich.church/give

Don’t want to miss anything? Why not subscribe to our
Google calendar www.greenwich.church/calendar

Next Sunday, 27" February: Acts 7:1-39
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Grace Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously.

If you have any concetns, please email our safeguarding officer, Sarah Wilde, at safeguarding@greenwich.church,

ot contact the Southwark Safeguarding Team (020 7939 9423). See www.greenwich.church/safeguarding.
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Welcome!
Sunday 20%* February 2022

“You will recetve power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and
in all [udea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1:8 (EST)
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Acts 6:8 - 7:1

® And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing
great wonders and signs among the people. ° Then
some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians,
S0 and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia
“ceati 0% 1 and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen.  But
o they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit
with which he was speaking. "' Then they secretly instigated men who
said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and
God.” * And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes,
and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the
council, ® and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never
ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, ™ for we have
heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will
change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” ** And gazing at him, all
who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

! And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” > And Stephen said ...

INTRODUCTION: Who is your role model Christian?

1) Stephen witnessed to Jesus

2) The religious elite opposed him

3) He kept witnessing in the power of the Spirit

- cf. Acts 1:8

- cf. Luke 12:11-12; 21:14-15

4) And they opposed him more, accusing him of blasphemy
against Moses and against God

5) Yet ironically, he is like Moses and like God

Stephen

Moses

Full of wisdom (v10)

Full of wisdom (7:10, 22)

With a face like an angel (v15)

Spoken to by an angel (7:30, 35, 38)
With a shining face (Exodus 34:29-30)

Stephen

Jesus

“doing great wonders and signs” (v9)

Did signs and wonders (e.g. Acts 2:22)

“they could not withstand the wisdom
and the Spirit with which he was
speaking” (v10)

Outwitted every theological opponent
(Luke 20:26, 40)

“they set up false witnesses” (v13)

Falsely accused (Luke 23:2 cf. 20:25)

Stoned to death

Crucified

“Lord do not hold this sin against
them” (7:60)

“Pather, forgive them, for they know
not what they do.” (Luke 23:34)

“Lotd Jesus, receive my spirit” (7:59)

“Father, into your hands I commit my
spirit!” (Luke 23:46)

6) Vindicated

COFFEE QUESTIONS:

Are you pleased to follow Stephen as your role model?




