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WELCOME (Andrew S)
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together

Jfor good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” READING: Ruth 4 (Pippa)
Romans 8:28 (EST)

NOTICES (Andrew S)

SERMON: Part 1 (Andrew L)
TIME FOR REFLECTION (All)
SERMON: Part 2 (Andrew L)
PRAYERS (Janise)

SONG: There is a higher throne (Caroline and All)
CHILDREN’S TALK (Nathan)

CONFESSION (All)
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

We have sinned against you SONG: He will hold me fast (Cal‘Olil’lC and AH)
And against our fellow men, BLESSING (Andrew S)
In thought and word and deed,
In the evil we have done GOODBYE (All)
And in the good we have not done,
OPTIONAL Q&A
Through ignorance, through weakness, Q
Through our own deliberate fault. Next Sunday 28" June:
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. Acts 1:1-11- The promise

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
Forgive us all that is past;
And grant that we may serve you in newness of life

To the glory of your name. Amen.
Common Worship, © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006
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Why Jesus is the real answer to racial injustice

Ruth 4

Now Boaz had gone up
to the gate and sat down
there. And behold, the
redeemer, of whom Boaz had
spoken, came by. So Boaz
said, “Turn aside, friend; sit
down here.” And he turned
aside and sat down. 2 And he
took ten men of the elders of
the city and said, “Sit down
here.” So they sat
down. 3Then he said to the
redeemer, “Naomi, who has
come back from the country
of Moab, is selling the parcel
of land that belonged to our
relative Elimelech. 4So 1
thought I would tell you of it
and say, ‘Buy it in the
presence of those sitting here
and in the presence of the
elders of my people.” If you
will redeem it, redeem it. But
if you will not, tell me, that I
may know, for there is no
one besides you to redeem it,
and I come after you.” And
he said, “I will redeem
it.” > Then Boaz said, “The
day you buy the field from
the hand of Naomi, you also
acquire Ruth the Moabite, the
widow of the dead, in
order to perpetuate the name
of the dead in his
inheritance.” ¢ Then the
redeemer said, “I cannot
redeem it for myself, lest I
impair my own inheritance.
Take my right of redemption
yourself, for I cannot redeem
it.”

"Now this was the custom
in former times in Israel
concerning redeeming and
exchanging: to confirm a
transaction, the one drew off
his sandal and gave it to the
other, and this was the
manner of attesting in
Israel. 8 So when the
redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy
it for yourself,” he drew off
his sandal. ' Then Boaz said
to the elders and all the
people, “You are witnesses
this day that I have bought
from the hand of Naomi all
that belonged to Elimelech
and all that belonged
to Chilion and to
Mahlon.  Also Ruth the
Moabite, the widow of
Mahlon, I have bought to be
my wife, to perpetuate the
name of the dead in his
inheritance, that the name of
the dead may not be cut off
from among his brothers and
from the gate of his native
place. You are witnesses this
day.” "'Then all the people
who were at the gate and the
elders said, “We are
witnesses. May
the LORD make the woman,
who is coming into your
house, like Rachel and
Leah, who together built up
the house of Israel. May you
act worthily in Ephrathah
and be renowned in
Bethlehem, and may your
house be like the house of

Perez, whom Tamar bore to

Judah, because of the
offspring that the LORD will
give you by this young

woman.”

BSo Boaz took Ruth, and
she became his wife. And he
went in to her, and
the LORD gave her
conception, and she bore a
son. ¥ Then the women said
to Naomi, “Blessed be
the LORD, who has not left
you this day without a
redeemer, and may his
name be renowned in
Israel! ¥ He shall be to you a
restorer of life and a
nourisher of your old age, for
your daughter-in-law who
loves you, who is more to
you than seven sons, has
given birth to him.” ' Then
Naomi took the child and
laid him on her lap and
became his nurse. 7 And the
women of the neighborhood
gave him a name, saying, “A
son has been born to
Naomi.” They named him
Obed. He was the father of
Jesse, the father of David.

B Now these are the
generations of Perez: Perez
fathered Hezron, ¥ Hezron
fathered Ram, Ram fathered
Amminadab, 2 Amminadab
fathered Nahshon, Nahshon
fathered Salmon, %! Salmon
fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered
Obed, 2 Obed fathered Jesse,
and Jesse fathered David.



1. Redemption 1s costly (vv1-10)

2. ...it achieves full inclusion (vv11-15)

3. ...and a glorious climax to our story (vv16-22)

COFFEE QUESTIONS

-In what ways does the gospel provide deeper and richer resources
for promoting racial reconciliation than the alternatives? How can we
better celebrate and demonstrate this?

-What difference does it make knowing that the Lord 1s a Master
Story-teller who will bring a glorious climax, not to just to our
personal story, but to the story of the world? How can we better
co-operate with what He’s doing?



