ORDER OF SERVICE
WELCOME

SONG: One True God
CHILDREN’S TALK

CONFESSION

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
We have sinned against you

And against our neighbour,

In thought and word and deed

In the evil we have done

And in the good we have not done,
Through negligence, through weakness,
Through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
Who died for us,

Forgive us all that is past;

And grant that we may serve you

In newness of life

To the glory of your name. Amen.
Common Worship, © The Archbishops' Council of
the Church of England, 2000-2006

NOTICES
(Children go to Sunday School and Créche)

SONG: How Great Thou Art
READING: Genesis 31:17-32 (pg. 25)
SERMON: Genesis 31:33-55 (pg. 26)
PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen

SONG: Behold the Lamb
COMMUNION

SONG: Only A Holy God
BLESSING

NOTICES

Connect with us

If you’re new at Grace Church or
have been coming for a while, we’d
love to connect. Sign up to our
Newsletter or WhatsApp Group by
scanning the QR code or emailing
info(@greenwich.church.

Summer Schedule

Grace Groups will continue until 17% July on
Wednesdays at 7.45pm, and then break for the
summet.

In August, you can join for Summer Fellowship
on Wednesday nights in Greenwich at 8pm.
There will be no Sunday services at Eltham
during the month of August, apatt from 315
August.

Giving

Grace Church is funded wholly by the donations
of its members. See www.greenwich.church/give
or set up a bank transfer (40-52-40/00027789) ot
to give tax efficiently contact treasurer(@
greenwich.church.

Next Sunday: Genesis 32:1-32
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“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness,
awesome in glorious deeds, doing

wonders?’”’

Exodus 15:11 (EST)
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Genesis 31:17-55

17 So Jacob arose and set his sons and his wives on camels. '8 He drove
away all his livestock, all his property that he had gained, the livestock in
his possession that he had acquired in Paddan-aram, to go to the land of
Canaan to his father Isaac. 1 Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel
stole her father's household gods. 20 And Jacob tricked Laban the Aramean,
by not telling him that he intended to flee. 2! He fled with all that he had
and arose and crossed the Euphrates, and set his face towards the hill country of Gilead.

22 When it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, 23 he took his kinsmen with him
and pursued him for seven days and followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. 2
But God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night and said to him, “Be careful not to
say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.”

25 And Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, and Laban
with his kinsmen pitched tents in the hill country of Gilead. 26 And Laban said to Jacob, “What
have you done, that you have tricked me and driven away my daughters like captives of the
sword? 27 Why did you flee secretly and trick me, and did not tell me, so that I might have sent
you away with mirth and songs, with tambourine and lyre? 28 And why did you not permit me
to kiss my sons and my daughters farewell? Now you have done foolishly. 29 It is in my power
to do you harm. But the God of your father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful not to
say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.” 3 And now you have gone away because you longed
greatly for your father's house, but why did you steal my gods?” 3! Jacob answered and said to
Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I thought that you would take your daughters from me by
force. 32 Anyone with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the presence of our kinsmen
point out what I have that is yours, and take it.”” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had
stolen them.

3 So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into Leah's tent and into the tent of the two female
servants, but he did not find them. And he went out of Leah's tent and entered Rachel's. 3¢ Now
Rachel had taken the household gods and put them in the camel's saddle and sat on them.
Laban felt all about the tent, but did not find them. 35 And she said to her father, “Let not my
lord be angty that I cannot rise before you, for the way of women is upon me.” So he searched
but did not find the household gods.

3 Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. Jacob said to Laban, “What is my offence?
What is my sin, that you have hotly pursued me? 37 For you have felt through all my goods;
what have you found of all your houschold goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and your
kinsmen, that they may decide between us two. 3 These twenty years I have been with you.
Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams of your
flocks. 3 What was torn by wild beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself. From
my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. ¥ There I was: by day the
heat consumed me, and the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 4 These twenty
years I have been in your house. I served you for fourteen years for your two daughters, and
six years for your flock, and you have changed my wages ten times. 2 If the God of my father,
the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now you would
have sent me away empty-handed. God saw my affliction and the labour of my hands and
rebuked you last night.”

4 Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children are
my children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day
for these my daughters or for their children whom they have borne? 4 Come now,

let us make a covenant, you and I. And let it be a witness between you and me.” 4 So Jacob
took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46 And Jacob said to his kinsmen, “Gather stones.” And
they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there by the heap. 7 Laban called it Jegar-
sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed. 48 Laban said, “This heap is a witness between you and

me today.” Therefore he named it Galeed, 4 and Mizpah, for he said, “The LORD watch
between you and me, when we are out of one another's sight. 3 If you oppress my daughters,
or if you take wives besides my daughters, although no one is with us, see, God is witness
between you and me.”

51 Then Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap and the pillar, which I have set between you and
me. 52 This heap is a witness, and the pillar is a witness, that I will not pass over this heap to
you, and you will not pass over this heap and this pillar to me, to do harm. 5 The God of
Abraham and the God of Nahort, the God of their father, judge between us.” So Jacob swore
by the Fear of his father Isaac, > and Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill country and called his
kinsmen to eat bread. They ate bread and spent the night in the hill country.

55 Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed
them. Then Laban departed and returned home.

How do you feel about the terrifying, avenging God of the
Old Testament?

1. The Terrifying Lord

can be trusted to protect his people

2. ...because He totally humiliates his rivals

3. ...so we can rest assured

Discussion Starters:
Do you ever feel embarrassed or unsettled by “the terrifying, avenging God of
the Old Testament”? Why is it such good news that God is how He is?



