		NOTICES
Connect with us
If you’re new at Grace Church or have been coming for a while, we’d love to connect. Sign up to our Newsletter or WhatsApp Group by scanning the QR code or emailing  info@greenwich.church.

Welcome Course
3-week course for newcomers
Continues this Wednesday, 6:50pm for a 7pm start, the Hub, 14 Feathers Place, SE10 9NE.
Sign up via contact form above.

Lunar New Year Celebration
Bring friends and join for food & a short Bible talk, £18 pp.
21st Feb (Saturday), 12.30pm, South & North Restaurant, SE10 8NB

Vision Evening
25th February, 8pm, Stockwell Street Building, Greenwich

Giving
Grace Church is fully funded by the donations of its members. See www.greenwich.church/give or set up a bank transfer (40-52-40/00027789)  or to give tax efficiently contact treasurer@ greenwich.church.










[bookmark: _Hlk211621484]Next Sunday: Genesis 35:22b-36:19

ORDER OF SERVICE
WELCOME
SONG: Come People of the Risen King
CHILDREN’S TALK
CONFESSION		
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
We have sinned against you 
And against our neighbour,
In thought and word and deed,
In the evil we have done
And in the good we have not done,
Through negligence, through weakness,
Through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
Who died for us,
Forgive us all that is past;
And grant that we may serve you
In newness of life
To the glory of your name. Amen.
Common Worship, © The Archbishops' Council of 
the Church of England, 2000-2006
[bookmark: _Hlk100234717]NOTICES (Children go to Sunday School and Crèche)
SONG: From Everlasting
SONG: Living Hope
READING: Geneses 35:1-15 (p. 29)
SERMON: Genesis 35:16-28 (p. 29)
PRAYERS
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen 
Q&A:     www.pigeonhole.at
Passcode: GENESIS
SONG: Christ Our Hope in Life and Death
BLESSING
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“These [Old Testament believers] died 
in faith, 
not having received the things promised,
 but having seen them 
and greeted them from afar… 
Therefore God is not ashamed
 to be called their God, 
for he has prepared for them a city.

Hebrews 11:13, 16 (ESV)
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Grace Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously. If you have any concerns, please e-mail Sarah Wilde at safeguarding@greenwich.church, or contact the Diocese of Southwark Safeguarding Team (020 7939 9423). www.greenwich.church/safeguarding.

1God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” 2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among you and purify yourselves and change your garments. 3 Then let us arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God who answers me in the day of my distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that were in their ears. Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree that was near Shechem. 5 And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6 And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him, 7 and there he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, because there God had revealed himself to him when he fled from his brother. 8 And Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died, and she was buried under an oak below Bethel. So he called its name Allon-bacuth. Genesis 35:1-28


9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So he called his name Israel. 11 And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body.  12 The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you.” 13 Then God went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him. 14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of stone. He poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it. 15 So Jacob called the name of the place where God had spoken with him Bethel. 16 Then they journeyed from Bethel. When they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel went into labour, and she had hard labour. 17 And when her labour was at its hardest, the midwife said to her, “Do not fear, for you have another son.” 18 And as her soul was departing (for she was dying), she called his name Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. 19 So Rachel died, and she was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20 and Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is the pillar of Rachel's tomb, which is there to this day. 21 Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.22 While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine. And Israel heard of it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. 23 The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob's firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25 The sons of Bilhah, Rachel's servant: Dan and Naphtali. 26 The sons of Zilpah, Leah's servant: Gad and Asher. These were the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram.27 And Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned. 28 Now the days of Isaac were 180 years.
Where can we find true hope?

1. God promises to fulfil his global purposes

  as he enables us to obey (vv1-15)

2. So even in the midst of sin and death

  we can live in hope (vv16-28)

    Let’s enjoy hints of the future

    Let’s show defiant hope



DISCUSSION STARTER:
What things make it harder for you to be hopeful at the moment?               How does this passage from the Bible help us to have confidence in the future even in the midst of the mess?
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