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Sunday 3rd May 2026

“If anyone is in Christ,
 he is a new creation.
 The old has passed away;
 behold, the new has come...”
2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)




 
NOTICES
Connect with us
If you’re new at Grace Church or have been coming for a while, we’d love to connect. Sign up to our Newsletter or WhatsApp Group by scanning the QR code or emailing  info@greenwich.church.

more to life - upcoming events:
 “more to life than safety?” 
	10th May, 4pm, Eltham
	17th May, 11am, Greenwich
 “more to life than existing?”
	10th May, 11am, Greenwich
	17th May, 4pm Eltham	
From 19th May – Christianity explored course
Ideal to invite curious family members, friends and neighbours!

More to life Flyering – Tuesday 5th & Wednesday 6th May
No Grace Groups next week, instead join us for some flyering for our more to life events at the Hub. We will start at 7:45pm and finish at 9:15pm.  

Defiant Worship – Women’s only event 
Come hear Niamh Sanders as she seeks to encourage us to keep turning to God even when times are tough. 

Friday 15th May, 7pm at the Hub.

Giving
Grace Church is fully funded by the donations of its members. See www.greenwich.church/give or set up a bank transfer (40-52-40/00027789)  or to give tax efficiently contact treasurer@ greenwich.church.
[bookmark: _Hlk211621484]Next Sunday: more to life Guest Sunday!

ORDER OF SERVICE
WELCOME
SONG: One True God
CHILDREN’S TALK
CONFESSION		
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
We have sinned against you 
And against our neighbour,
In thought and word and deed,
In the evil we have done
And in the good we have not done,
Through negligence, through weakness,
Through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
Who died for us,
Forgive us all that is past;
And grant that we may serve you
In newness of life
To the glory of your name. Amen.
Common Worship, © The Archbishops' Council of 
the Church of England, 2000-2006
[bookmark: _Hlk100234717]NOTICES (Children go to Sunday School and Crèche)
SONG: Amazing Grace
SONG: Who You Say I Am
READING: Matthew 1:1-6 (p. 807) 
READING: Genesis 38 (p. 32)
SERMON
PRAYERS
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen 
Q+A: www.pigeonhole.at
Passcode: GENESIS
SONG: I Stand Amazed
BLESSING
 
Grace Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously. If you have any concerns, please e-mail Sarah Wilde at safeguarding@greenwich.church, or contact the Diocese of Southwark Safeguarding Team (020 7939 9423). www.greenwich.church/safeguarding.
  www.greenwich.church
          greenwich.church
           GraceChurchGreenwich
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]1It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and turned aside to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua. He took her and went in to her, 3 and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name Er. 4 She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his name Onan. 5 Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name Shelah. Judah was in Chezib when she bore him. 6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD put him to death. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother's wife and perform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So whenever he went in to his brother's wife he would waste the semen on the ground, so as not to give offspring to his brother. 10 And what he did was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and he put him to death also. 11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your father's house, till Shelah my son grows up”—for he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and remained in her father's house. 12 In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shua's daughter, died. When Judah was comforted, he went up to Timnah to his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And when Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14 she took off her widow's garments and covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up, and sat at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was grown up, and she had not been given to him in marriage. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 He turned to her at the roadside and said, “Come, let me come in to you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?” 17 He answered, “I will send you a young goat from the flock.” And she said, “If you give me a pledge, until you send it—” 18 He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied, “Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 19 Then she arose and went away, and taking off her veil she put on the garments of her widowhood.Genesis 38

20 When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite to take back the pledge from the woman's hand, he did not find her. 21 And he asked the men of the place, “Where is the cult prostitute who was at Enaim at the roadside?” And they said, “No cult prostitute has been here.” 22 So he returned to Judah and said, “I have not found her. Also, the men of the place said, ‘No cult prostitute has been here.’” 23 And Judah replied, “Let her keep the things as her own, or we shall be laughed at. You see, I sent this young goat, and you did not find her.” 24 About three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your daughter-in-law has been immoral. Moreover, she is pregnant by immorality.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be burned.” 25 As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, “By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant.” And she said, “Please identify whose these are, the signet and the cord and the staff.” 26 Then Judah identified them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not know her again.
27 When the time of her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28 And when she was in labor, one put out a hand, and the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.” 29 But as he drew back his hand, behold, his brother came out. And she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore his name was called Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was called Zerah.

Can people really change?

1. The one who disregards God’s plan

  	blending in with the world 

unaware of his spiritual state 

driven by his desires 

hypocritical


2. …is turned around by God as he owns his sin




3. …and is used to help accomplish God’s plan




DISCUSSION STARTER:
Confessing our sin doesn’t just unlock God’s forgiveness but also unlocks the power to change. What might it look like if we believed this?
 
When do we find it hard to believe that God can change me, or change others? How does this passage help?
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