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Genesis 1:1-25

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.



PRAY	“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Revelation 4:11)Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 1:1-25 a couple of times slowly.


Use the Repetition Tool, perhaps with the aid of coloured highlighters, to mark some of the words and phrases that come several times in this passage. Why do you think each of these things is being emphasised? 



We are told at the beginning that “the earth was formless and empty”
(1:2 NIV) and that provides a clue to the way in which the different days are arranged. Use the Structure Tool
· First look down the columns of the table below. What do the first three days have in common? How do they answer the problem of formlessness? How do the second three days answer the problem of emptiness?
· Now look across the rows. Can you find any connections between day 1 and day 4? Between day 2 and day 5? Between day 3 and day 6?

	God’s answer to the formlessness
	God’s answer to the emptiness

	Day 1


	Day 4

	Day 2


	Day 5

	Day 3


	Day 6





Use the Author’s Purpose Tool to think about the viewpoint from which the account is told. For example when plants are described in verses 11-12, Moses (the writer) is especially interested in seeds and fruit, the bits that we eat. 
· In describing the sun and moon in v14, what is Moses most interested in? 
· Moses doesn’t divide the land animals into our usual categories of mammals, reptiles, amphibians, etc. What scheme does he use instead?
· Putting it all together, what perspective does Moses have on the created world? How might that help us understand the place of human beings in God’s purposes?

Genesis 1:26-31

26   Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27   	So God created man in his own image,
		in the image of God he created him;
		male and female he created them.
28   And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 




PRAY	Use Psalm 8 as a prayer of praise, in preparation for this study.Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 1:26-31 a couple of times slowly.


Use the Vocabulary Tool to think about the phrase “in the image of God” (v27). We can discover the meaning of words from how they are used elsewhere, even if the context isn’t an exact match:
· What does the phrase mean in Genesis 5:3?

· What do you think we are being told about the nature of humanity in 1:27?



Use the Structure Tool to consider how vv26-28 are put together. Can you find a sandwich, where the same idea comes at the beginning and the end, with a filling in the middle? What does this sandwiching of ideas mean for humanity’s role as God’s image-bearers? What are we to do, just as God does? 




Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to think about how this passage is referenced later in the Bible story. Why, in the light of Genesis 1:26-28:
· is Satan’s offer a complete bluff (see Genesis 3:5)?
· is murder especially heinous (see Genesis 9:5-6)?
· is idolatry particularly stupid (see Exodus 20:4)?
· is the transforming power of the gospel our great hope for a fixed world (see Colossians 3:9-10)? 




Use the ‘So What?’ Tool to think about how the Bible’s view of human identity differs from that of our secular society. What implications does that have for:
· the value of the human life (perhaps you can spot the difference most clearly when you consider the most vulnerable in society, the unborn, the mentally incapacitated)?
· the relationship between humans and our natural environment (David Attenborough once described humans as a “plague on earth”)?
· the importance of a relationship with God to every person, even those with no interest in religion?



Genesis 2:1-3

1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 
3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.





PRAY	Ask God to give you confidence to speak about him as Creator, and about ourselves as creatures made in his image, in a secular society that believes neither. Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 2:1-3 carefully


Use the Repetition Tool, perhaps with the help of different colour highlighters.
· What ideas does the author emphasise by repetition? 


Use the Context Tool to consider how the 7th day relates to the previous six days:

· Why couldn’t God enjoy this 7th day without the others?

· What would be lost if the account stopped on day 6?


Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to see how this passage is referenced later in the Bible:
· Read Exodus 20:8-11. What are the implications of God’s 6+1 pattern for the rest of humanity?

· Read Hebrews 4:4 and 4:8-9 (these verses should be enough to pick out the argument, though there is more going on as some will remember from our Grace Group studies in Hebrews). What does the 7th day tell us about our future hope as Christians?


Use the So What?! Tool.
· Why has God designed a 7-day week the way he has?

· How can we better shape our lives according to a 6+1 pattern?

· Although this is helpful for all human beings, why might it be a particular blessing for us as Christians





Genesis 2:4-17

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.
5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”




PRAY	Thank God that Christians have a certain hope of entering the “Sabbath rest” of the new creation. Pray that we would organise our week so that we have time to focus on that future. Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 2:4-17 carefully.


Use the Context Tool to compare 2:4-17 with 1:26-31. Although they say some of the same things – God created man, male and female, and commanded them to exercise dominion – chapter 2 offers a different, though complimentary, perspective.  What is new in:
· the way God is portrayed?


· the way male and female relate?


· the description of our role in creation?


Using the Structure Tool we discover that this week’s passage is part of a bigger section that stretches to the end of chapter 3:
	Man is taken from the dust (2:7)
		and given work to do (2:15)
			and a wife who is a blessing (2:22-24)
				and they are naked but unashamed (2:25)
					but they fall (3:1-6)
				and are now ashamed of their nakedness (3:7)
			and tension enters the marriage (3:16)
		and work becomes burdensome (3:17-18)
	and man dies and returns to the dust (3:19)
That means that we are invited to consider the beauty of chapter 2 in light of the corruption that is about to come in chapter 3. How do this week’s verses help you appreciate:

· how wrong it is to turn away from God (consider how good he is to Adam and Eve)?


· the extent to which sin has wrecked the world (consider how great it was to live in Eden)?


· the glory of the gospel (doesn’t all this make you long for the world to be fixed)?


Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. Many people in Greenwich don’t know these realities. What are they missing out on in terms of understanding who we are and what life is for? What are they missing out on in terms of hope for the future?





Genesis 2:18-25

18   Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
	 “This at last is bone of my bones
		and flesh of my flesh;
	 she shall be called Woman,
		because she was taken out of Man.”

24   Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.




PRAY	Ask God to give you a deep hatred of sin, which has spoiled this beautiful world, and a deep joy that through Christ he has redeemed it and is putting it right. Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 2:18-25.


Use the Author’s Purpose Tool to consider how the creation of woman is narrated:

a) in what ways are we shown that she is the man’s equal? How does her creation differ from the creation of the animals?

b) in what way are we shown that the man and the woman are not interchangeable? How does her creation differ from the creation of man?

c) How do both of the above points combine to show us that God has designed male and female to be complementary, to fit together in marriage asymmetrically, to come together as two distinct parts that form one united whole?


Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to reflect on how the “one flesh” union of v24 is explained further elsewhere in the Bible:

· in Matthew 19:3-9 (Genesis 2:24 is quoted in vv5-6)

· in 1 Corinthians 6:15-20 (Genesis 2:24 is quoted in v16)

· in Ephesians 5:25-33 (Genesis 2:24 is quoted in v31)


Use the Context Tool to consider the statement in v18 in light of what has gone before:
· why does this verse come as a shock (compare God’s verdict in 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31)?

· what in the context helps explain why the situation here isn’t good?

We discovered last time that this passage is part of a bigger section that stretches to the end of chapter 3, with everything that is beautiful in Eden being spoiled and corrupted by the fall. Use the ‘So What?’ Tool:
· How does this passage help you to understand the tragedy of broken relationships and disordered sexualities in our own lives and in the world around us? 

· How does this passage make you long for the day when God will renew the creation and bring about the most perfect marriage of all (Revelation 21:2)?


Genesis 2:25 – 3:10

25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 




PRAY	Use Psalm 32 or Psalm 51 to confess your sin to the Lord and seek his forgiveness.Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 2:25 – 3:10 a couple of times slowly.


Consider the tactics of the serpent. Can you identify the different steps he takes to entice Eve?

Use the Context Tool to look back over 2:5-24 and remind yourself:
a) how God had treated Adam and Eve. Compare this with how Satan insinuates God has treated them.
b) how the narrator referred to God. Compare this with how Satan refers to him.
c) what God had promised in 2:17. Compare this with what Satan promises. 

Consider next the foolishness of Eve, and of Adam. Where does each of them go wrong? 

	Use the Context Tool to look back over 2:5-24 and remind yourself:
a) how they should have related to each other. How is the marriage relationship distorted here?
b) how they should have related to the animals. How is that relationship distorted here?

Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to ponder some New Testament passages that point back to this tragic event, as we consider its implications for us:
a) Read 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 or 1 John 2:15-16. How do we need to be on our guard against the same tactics that Satan used in the garden of Eden?

b) Read Romans 5:12. How has the damage already been done to the human race as a whole?

c) Read Luke 4:1-13. How does Jesus compare to Adam? How will he put everything right?

Use the ‘So What?’ Tool to consider the global implications of this passage. How would you answer a sceptic who said that if God were good, the world wouldn’t be such a mess? 

Use the ‘So What?’ Tool to consider the personal implications of this passage. How might Satan be tempting you at the moment? Ask God for forgiveness for the times you’ve succumbed. Pray that God would “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 6:13).  

Genesis 3:8-24

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14  The LORD God said to the serpent,
	 “Because you have done this,
		cursed are you above all livestock
		and above all beasts of the field;
	 on your belly you shall go,
		and dust you shall eat
		all the days of your life.
15 	I will put enmity between you and the woman,
		and between your offspring and her offspring;
	 he shall bruise your head,
		and you shall bruise his heel.”
16   To the woman he said,
	 “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
		in pain you shall bring forth children.
	 Your desire shall be contrary to your husband,
		but he shall rule over you.”

17   And to Adam he said,
	 “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
		and have eaten of the tree
	 of which I commanded you,
		‘You shall not eat of it,’
	 cursed is the ground because of you;
		in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 	thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
		and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19 	By the sweat of your face
		you shall eat bread,
	 till you return to the ground,
		for out of it you were taken;
	 for you are dust,
		and to dust you shall return.”
20   The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
22   Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 




PRAY	As we look at these tragic chapters, the light of the gospel shines more brightly. Give thanks to God that “as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22)Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 3:8-24 a couple of times slowly.

Use the Structure Tool to divide the passage into several conversations. Can you find a pattern in whom God addresses in:
	v9
		v13
			v14
		v16
	v17 

Why do you think this might be? Why do you think the buck stops with Adam ultimately (cf. Romans 5:12)? What clues were there in chapter 2?


Use the Context Tool to fill in the table below:
	Something that was good in God’s ordering of creation (see chapters 1-2)
	How that has now been spoiled
	How the original blessing is not completely revoked (e.g. Adam and Eve are still able to have children)

	






	
	







Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. How does this help you to understand the world we live in? What is still good and what is spoiled? How does this impact you?

Although God’s judgment is severe in this chapter, there are also many signs of his grace. How many can you find? You’ll hopefully discover the main ones for yourself, but here are couple of pointers to more subtle ones:
· Use the Vocabulary Tool. Where previously did we find the language of “blessing”? Where do we find the language of “curse”? But why do you think this language is reserved for only two specific judgments? Whom does God not curse directly, at least at this stage in the bible story? What encouragement does that give us? 

· Read Romans 8:21 with the Quotation/Allusion Tool in hand. Which verses from Genesis 3 is Paul referring to? What do the words “in hope” tell you about God’s ultimate intention as he pronounces these words of judgment?



Genesis 4:1-16

1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”
8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14 Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 16 Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 




PRAY	Ask God to “lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 6:13)Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 4:1-16 a couple of times slowly.


Use the Context Tool to compare this passage with chapter 3 and fill in the parallels in the table below:

	Genesis 3
	Genesis 4:1-16

	God warns Adam that eating the fruit of a certain tree will have terrible consequences (2:17)
	

	Eve believes a lie that causes her to distrust God (3:4-5), leading her to ignore his warning and eat of the tree (3:6)
	

	God intervenes with a question for Adam, “where are you?” (3:9)
	

	God says that the “ground” is “cursed” because of what Adam has done (3:17)
	

	God nevertheless shows grace as he clothes the rebels (3:21)
	



For all its similarities, how is the sin of chapter 4 worse than in chapter 3? Consider:
· the steps leading up to it

· the terrible act itself

· God’s sentence

· the way the guilty responds when God confronts him 



Use the Repetition Tool. What is emphasised about Cain and Abel’s relationship? How does Cain try to downplay this?

Use the Repetition Tool again. What is emphasised about Cain’s sentence (v12, v14, v16 [“Nod” means “wandering”])?

· Put the two repeated ideas together.  How does the punishment fit the crime?



Use the ‘Who am I?’ Tool to help you apply the passage. What is the message to us:
· as potential Cains? (see 1 John 3:12)

· as potential Abels? (see 1 John 3:13)


Genesis 4:17-26

17   Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, he called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch. 18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19 And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20 Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22 Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.
23   Lamech said to his wives:
	 “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
		you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say:
	 I have killed a man for wounding me,
		a young man for striking me.
24 	If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold,
		then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”
25   And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, “God has appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26 To Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people began to call upon the name of the LORD. 




PRAY	Pray that the word of Christ would dwell in us richly at Grace Church Greenwich, so that we might teach and admonish one another in all wisdom (Colossians 3:16).Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 4:17-26 a couple of times slowly.


Use the Structure Tool to divide the passage into two sections that begin in a very similar way. How do they contrast with each other?




Use the Context Tool to read this week’s passage in light of 3:15, where God promised to put enmity between the offspring of the serpent anfd the offspring of Eve. How does that verse help you understand more about your two sections? Which bloodline is which?




The passage is full of human economic and cultural advancements, but these all come in the line of Cain rather than the line of Seth. Use the Author’s Purpose Tool to consider why this might be significant, building on your answers above. What might be the warning here? What is the one good thing about the otherwise unimpressive line of Seth?




Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. Which family do you aspire to be like? Which ambitions do you have for your children?  

Genesis 5

1   This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 2 Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man when they were created. 
3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. 4 The days of Adam after he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had other sons and daughters. 5 Thus all the days that Adam lived were 930 years, and he died.
6   When Seth had lived 105 years, he fathered Enosh. 7 Seth lived after he fathered Enosh 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 8 Thus all the days of Seth were 912 years, and he died.
9   When Enosh had lived 90 years, he fathered Kenan. 10 Enosh lived after he fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons and daughters. 11 Thus all the days of Enosh were 905 years, and he died.
12   When Kenan had lived 70 years, he fathered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived after he fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other sons and daughters. 14 Thus all the days of Kenan were 910 years, and he died.
15   When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he fathered Jared. 16 Mahalalel lived after he fathered Jared 830 years and had other sons and daughters. 17 Thus all the days of Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died.

18   When Jared had lived 162 years, he fathered Enoch. 19 Jared lived after he fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20 Thus all the days of Jared were 962 years, and he died.
21   When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked with God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23 Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.
25   When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he fathered Lamech. 26 Methuselah lived after he fathered Lamech 782 years and had other sons and daughters. 27 Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and he died.
28   When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 29 and called his name Noah, saying, “Out of the ground that the LORD has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.” 30 Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and daughters. 31 Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died.
32   After Noah was 500 years old, Noah fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 





PRAY	Pray that we would aspire more to humble dependence on God (like the line of Seth) than spectacular worldly achievement (like the line of Cain).Author’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 5 a couple of times slowly.

Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to see how 5:1-3 deliberately harks back to 1:26-28 (complete the table).

	Genesis 5:1-3
	Genesis 1:26-28

	“when God created man” (v1)
	

	“in the likeness of God” (v1)
	

	“Male and female he created them” (v2)
	

	“he blessed them” (v2)
	

	“Adam … fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image” (v3)
	



Use the Author’s Purpose Tool to think about
· why we might need a recap of God’s original purposes here, given all that has happened in chapters 3 and 4? How does this encourage you?

· why it might be significant that this recap occurs in relation to Seth’s family tree (v3) and not Cain’s (4:17-24)?




Use the Genre Tool to consider what is unusual about this genealogy, compared with all the other genealogies in the book (see 4:17-22; 10:1-32; 11:10-30; 22:20-24; 25:1-18; 35:22 – 36:43; 46:8-27). The Repetition Tool will also help you spot the unusual feature. 

Use the Context Tool to remind yourself of God’s promise in 2:17, and the serpent’s promise in 3:4. What is the author underlining? Why is it important that it gets underlined?




Use the ‘Who am I?’ Tool as you think about the two most positive characters in the chapter, Enoch (vv21-24) and Noah (vv28-29):

· What’s the problem with seeing these two primarily as examples for us to follow (so that the message is “try to be an Enoch and a Noah”)?

· What’s the benefit in seeing these two primarily as foreshadowing the Lord Jesus (so that the message is “Jesus is an Enoch and a Noah”)? In what different ways does each point us to him? 



Genesis 6:1-8

1 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown.
5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favour in the eyes of the LORD. 





PRAY	Pray for someone in your Grace Group. Pray for an opportunity to invite someone to Jesus: a sceptic’s guideAuthor’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 6:1-8 a couple of times slowly.

These are tricky verses, and scholars have debated various theories about the identity of the “sons of God” (v2, v4) who took human wives, and about the identity of the children of these unions, the “Nephilim” (v4). But by far the best commentary on the Bible is … the Bible itself! We are going to make extensive use of the Quotation/Allusion Tool as we consider some other passages that refer back to this:

Read 2 Peter 2:4 and the surrounding verses.
· Why is it likely that v4 refers to the situation in Genesis 6:2? (Consider what happens next in the Bible story according to Peter’s narrative, and compare it to what happens next in Genesis 6-8)
· What does that suggest about who the “sons of God” are?

Read Numbers 13:33 and the surrounding verses.
· What is the connection to Genesis 6:4?
· Why do you think that the descendants of the Nephilim were of great size (given what we learned above)?
· Why is it unsurprising that they are now enemies of God’s covenant people?[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Maybe it’s not a coincidence that some other famous Old Testament baddies were giants, e.g. Og (Deuteronomy 3:11), Goliath (1 Samuel 17:4) and the man with 24 fingers and toes (2 Samuel 21:20).] 



Use the Context Tool. How might this new low point in the story follow on from what has gone before? How does it lead to what comes next?



Use the Tone and Feel Tool. How does Moses’ use of language underline the tragedy of vv5-7?




Last time we used the  ‘Who am I?’ Tool to think about Noah, the hero of the passage. Let’s do the same again for v8. Do you think we should see ourselves in Noah? Or would the Lord Jesus better fit his shoes? Why?



Genesis 6:9 – 8:19

9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.
1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 3 and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.
6  Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the ground, 9 two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird, according to its kind, every winged creature. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.
17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.
1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, 3 and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of 150 days the waters had abated, 4 and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.
6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7 and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground. 9 But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11 And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore.
13 In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark. 




PRAY	Pray for someone in your Grace Group. Pray for an opportunity to invite someone to Jesus: a sceptic’s guideAuthor’s Purpose Tool
The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply, ‘Why did the author write this?’
Context Tool
Words come within sentences, sentences in paragraphs, paragraphs in chapters, chapters in sections… If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con!
Structure Tool
How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
Linking Words Tool
Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
Parallels Tool
Bible poetry doesn’t tend to rhyme, but says a similar thing twice in different words. Look for how the second phrase builds on the first; pay attention to how the latter develops the former by going a bit further.
Narrator’s Comment Tool
Sometimes the author breaks into his narrative to explain what’s going on (a kind of ‘Pssst, reader, make sure you understand this…’).
Vocabulary Tool
Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
Translations Tool
Read the passage in more than one translation, just in case there is a nuance one version has missed.
Tone and Feel Tool
Pay attention to how the point is being made. Is it happy? Frightening? Tragic? How does the author want you to feel about what he is saying?
Repetition Tool
Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. 
Quotation/Allusion Tool
When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look it up in its original context to see what ideas he is picking up on. 
Genre Tool
There are many genres in the Bible – e.g. song, historical narrative, genealogy, law. Identifying the genre is important to how we interpret a passage.  
Copycat Tool
Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?
Bible Timeline Tool
Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?
The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
Whose shoes in the passage are we supposed to step into? If any! 
‘So What?’ Tool 
What implications does this have for me? For my church? For an unbeliever?


READ	Read Genesis 6:9 – 8:19 a couple of times slowly.

This is a longer passage than we’ve been used to, so we need to begin by getting the overall shape of the story clear in our minds. This is where the Structure Tool can really help.
· Divide the narrative into scenes, and write a one sentence summary of each. E.g. “God tells Noah to make an ark and he does”. You might find it helps to mark the sections directly onto a printout of the text above, and write your summaries down the margin (or the iPad equivalent)

· Look for phrases in the first half of the narrative that mirror phrases in the second half. For example
Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark…”
Then God said to Noah, “Go out from the ark…”

And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.	
At the end of 150 days the waters had abated.

· Having spotted the symmetry of the two halves, can you find the hinge in the middle? What’s the turning point? Why is the world saved?

It seems odd to say that God “remembered” something, given that we wouldn’t expect him to forget! Use the Vocabulary Tool to consider how this expression is used in Genesis 9:16; Exodus 2:24; Leviticus 26:45. What is God’s remembering connected with in each case? 

Use the Repetition Tool to highlight all the times that we are told of Noah’s response to something God had said. Why do you think this is such a prominent theme?

Use the Context Tool as you look over chapter 8 again, and take a sneak peek at chapter 9. What bells are ringing when you read of God’s wind/Spirit over the waters (8:1), the separation of water and land (8:8), the reference to “birds and animals and creeping things” that “swarm” (8:17) the instruction to “be fruitful and multiply” (9:1), the reminder that “God made man in his own image” (9:6)? What is the connection between creation and rescue?

Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to look at how this passage is applied in Hebrews 11:7. What are we to learn from Noah as the model believer?

Use the ‘Who am I? Tool to consider how Noah might correspond not only to us, as the ones who are saved, but also to Jesus, as the one through whom salvation comes to others. What bits of the passage might point in the latter direction? 



Genesis 8:20 – 9:17

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”

9 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4 But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man.
6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man,
    by man shall his blood be shed,
for God made man in his own image.
7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
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PRAY	Thank God that, just as Noah and his family were brought safely through the waters of judgment by means of the ark, so we are saved by the death and resurrection of Jesus.
(1 Peter 3:18-22).
READ	Read Genesis 8:20 – 9:17 a couple of times slowly.

Look over the whole passage with the Repetition Tool in hand, and highlight all the “never again” promises (you should find five). We are going to spend most of this study thinking about the basis for those promises.


Use the Linking Words Tool to consider the “For” clause in 8:21. Is that a reason for God to never again destroy the world? 


· Now use the Context Tool to think about how the story has moved on since 6:5. What has changed? What hasn’t changed? Is that a reason for God to never again destroy the world?


If the answer doesn’t lie in human transformation, what other basis for the “never again” promise can you find in 8:21? Use the Bible Timeline Tool to think about how this theme of sacrifice is developed through the bible story. Where does it reach its climax?


Another basis for God’s “never again” promise might lie in his commitment to his creation purposes. Here the Quotation/Allusion Tool comes into its own: what echoes of Genesis 1-2 can you detect?
	Genesis 1
	Genesis 8:20 – 9:17

	Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (1:26)
	

	And God blessed them (1:28)
	

	And God said to them “Be fruitful and multiply” (1:28)
	




Spotting the connections is only the first step. What new obstacles to God's creation purposes have arisen since the beginning of the Bible, and how does he overcome them?


Using the Author’s Purpose Tool we came to the conclusion that Moses’ aim in this chapter, given all the horrors that have come before, is to bring us reassurance. How does he achieve this? Why is the “covenant” the maximally reassuring place to land in 9:8-17?

· How does the rainbow help? Whom is it for (HARD QUESTION)?  How does this bring us even more reassurance?

Genesis 9:18-29

18   The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) 19 These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the people of the whole earth were dispersed.

20   Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard. 21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. 23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. 24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said,

	“Cursed be Canaan;
a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.”

26   He also said,

	 “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem;
		and let Canaan be his servant.
27 	   May God enlarge Japheth,
		and let him dwell in the tents of Shem,
		and let Canaan be his servant.”

28   After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29 All the days of Noah were 950 years, and he died.
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PRAY	Pray for those who heard the gospel during Jesus: a sceptic’s guide, that God would shine in their hearts to give them “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).
READ	Read Genesis 9:18-29 a couple of times slowly.


Use the Context Tool to compare this passage with Genesis 4. What similarities can you find?

Why is this troubling after the flood? What hasn’t changed?





Use the Repetition Tool to find the central idea in vv25-27.

How does this come true as the Bible story unfolds? Abraham and the Israelites are descended from Shem, whereas the Canaanites were descended from Canaan. Look what happens later in e.g. Genesis 15:17-21; Exodus 23:28; 33:2; 34:11





Use the ‘So What?’ Tool to think about the national, ethnic and intergenerational effects of sin that we see highlighted in this passage. Passages like Titus 1:12-13 indicates that these things persist in the New Testament age. Can you identify patterns of ungodliness specific to your own culture and background?


How does Peter’s teaching in 1 Peter 1:18-19 give us comfort that the gospel is more powerful even than the destructive cycle of intergenerational sin?


What intergenerational sins might you be vulnerable to, and what difference does it make in your situation having the resource of the gospel?



Read Ephesians 2:11-22 and Galatians 3:28 and Revelation 7:9. What’s the  good news for the majority of us who were not descended from Shem/Abraham?


Genesis 10:1 – 11:9

1   These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

2   The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations.

6   The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8 Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12 Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 13 Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim.

15   Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 16 and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaanites dispersed. 19 And the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

21   To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, and his brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The territory in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

32   These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.

1   Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth
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PRAY	Thank God that the gospel can liberate us from intergenerational and cultural sin. Pray for the UK, that God would bring this nation to repentance (and pray for your own country if you are from overseas). Pray for the children of Grace church, that they would walk in the ways of their believing parents, and their children after them. 
READ	Read Genesis 10:1 – 11:9 a couple of times slowly. Even the genealogy is important for reasons that will become clear!

If you were reading carefully, you might have picked up various clues that Genesis 10 records a period of history both before and after the Tower of Babel – check out
10:1-11 or 10:25. That means 11:1-9 is what modern filmmakers would call a flashback. At once we reach for the Author’s Purpose Tool to ask why.
Let’s begin by looking at 11:1-9
The Tower of Babel is a famous example of a “chiasm” (named after the Greek letter “chi” χ) where the two halves of the story match each other with a hinge in the middle. Use the Structure Tool to fill in the gaps and discover how it works:
“The whole earth had one language” (v1)
		“Shinar” (v2)
			“Come let us…” (v3)
				“Build … a city and a tower” (v4)
					________
				_________
			_________
		“Babel” (v9)
	“The language of all the earth” (v9)

What’s the hinge of the story? How is everything reversed? What are the rebels trying to avoid in v4 and how does God achieve this very thing in v9b? How is this in line with God’s purposes declared earlier in Genesis (Context Tool 1:28; 9:1)?

Now look at 10:1-32
Use the Genre Tool to consider how this genealogy works differently to the one in chapter 5. If you drew them out as family trees, what shape would they be? (HINT: one is very tall and thin, a mere trunk, whereas the other is broad and branching). What might be the purpose of the chapter 10 shape? What is it celebrating?
Use the Repetition Tool to find the refrain that comes at the end of each branch of the tree. What does that seem to celebrate?

Now put it all together and explain the flashback
How was God’s intervention in judgment at the tower of Babel (11:1-9) instrumental in bringing about something good in the bigger story of chapter 10?
Use the Bible Timeline Tool: In Acts 2:1-13 there is a kind of reversal of Babel where God overcomes the language barrier. But instead of enabling them all to understand a common language (actually all of them would have understood Peter if he had spoken in Greek) there is something astonishing about the Holy Spirit’s preferred solution in v6, v8! What has God reversed from Babel, and what has he preserved?
Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to think about how the language of Genesis 10:5, 20, 31 crops up in Revelation 5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 14:6. How does that underline God’s commitment to a good thing that came out of Babel?
Use the ‘So What?’ Tool to put all of this together. What does God think of linguistic and ethnic diversity? How important is it to the gospel? How are you encouraged to see God bring good from something that began as evil?






