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Content 

1  	Genesis 1:1 – 2:3
2   	Genesis 2:4 - 3:24
3   	Genesis 6:5 - 9:17
4   	Genesis 12:1-9, 15:1-21, 17:1-14
5   	Exodus 6:1-9 and Exodus 12:21-32
6   	Exodus 19:1 – 20:21
7   	Leviticus 16
8   	Leviticus 26
9   	Numbers 13:1-14:38
10 	Joshua 2:1-24; 5:13 – 6:27
11 	1 Samuel 8
12 	2 Samuel 7
13  	1 Kings 8:22-53
14  	1 Kings 10:1-10 and 11:1-13
15  	2 Kings 17:6-23 and 23:31 – 25:30
16  	Ezekiel 1, 8-10
17  	Ezekiel 34
18  	Ezekiel 36:16 – 37:14
19  	Ezekiel 43:1-12; 47:1-12
20  	Ezra 1-3
21  	Luke 3:21 – 4:15
22  	Luke 24
23  	Acts 2
24  	Acts 10:1 – 11:18
25  	Hebrews 3-4
26  	Hebrews 8-10
27  	Revelation 21-22

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3

Pray	Ask for God’s help to hear him speak as you read the passage

Read		Read through the passage a couple of times slowly



  Key Lessons :

Genesis 2:4 - 3:24

Pray	Ask for God’s help to hear him speak as you read the passage

Read		Read through the passage a couple of times slowly
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	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
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‘So What?’ Tool
	What difference does this make to my life? How will it work out in particular situations I am facing at the moment?





Use the Structure Tool. Can you see how the author has arranged these two chapters so that they pivot around 3:1-6? How are the themes of dust, nakedness, marriage and work arranged in the first half (2:4-25)? How are they arranged in the second half (3:7-24)? How does the structure underline the reversal?







Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. What implications do the events of Genesis 3 have for the world that we live in? How do they help us understand ourselves? Our work? Our relationships? Our mortality?







What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week? (This time it’s not strictly a ‘fulfilment’ as such, but a place in the New Testament that alludes clearly to these events.)



  Key Lessons :

Genesis 6:5 - 9:17

Pray	Spend some time praying for the members of your group. In particular, why not ask God that he would continue to write on our hearts what we learned from Genesis 2:4 - 3:24, and that we would be grieved by the effects of sin in our world.

Read		Some of the Bible Overview passages are quite long and there won’t be enough time to read them together on a Wednesday. Therefore it’s particularly important that read the passage carefully yourself before you come. 
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	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?




We saw that last week’s passage was hinged around 3:1-6, where everything was reversed. Use the Structure Tool, can you find a similar hinge at the heart of this passage? To help you, look at how the author has arranged references to periods of “seven days”, “forty days” and “150 days”.

What causes the reversal?

Use the Context Tool as you look over chapters 8-9 again. What bells are ringing when you read of God’s wind/Spirit over the waters (8:1), the separation of water and land (8:8), the reference to “birds and animals and creeping things” that “swarm” (8:17), the instruction to “be fruitful and multiply” (9:1), the reminder that “God made man in his own image” (9:6)?

Why does this make you optimistic? 

Use the Context Tool again to compare 8:20-21 with 6:5-7. What is (shockingly) the same between these verses? What is different? What must have caused the change?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?

  Key Lessons :

Genesis 12:1-9, 15:1-21, 17:1-14

Pray	Pray for the members of your group.  In particular, why not ask God that we would remember the lesson of the flood, lest we be caught unawares by the coming of the Son of Man in judgment (Matthew 24:36-39).

Read	To prepare for the group study, you’ll need to Read Genesis 12, 15 and 17:1-14. But if you have a bit more time, it would be even better to read the whole story, from 11:27 - 22:19.
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	Repetition Tool
	Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it.
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?
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	Copycat Tool
	Is the author holding up one of his characters as someone we should imitate or whose likeness we should avoid?






Use the Repetition Tool. God makes a promise to Abraham (12:1-9) and then reiterates it twice (15:1-21; 17:1-14). What elements of the promise keep recurring? If you want to go further, you could compare the promise made to Abraham’s son, Isaac (26:1-5) and to his grandson, Jacob (28:10-17).



Use the Context Tool. What hints can you find that these promises are intended to permanently fix the damage caused by the Fall in Genesis 3 and fulfil all of God’s good purposes in Genesis 1?



Use the Copycat tool. In what ways is Abraham unique? In what ways might he be a typical believer? Is there anything about his response that functions as a model for us to copy?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?

  Key Lessons :

Exodus 6:1-9 and Exodus 12:21-32

Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would would get to know the character of the God who calls himself “I AM”

Read	Read the passages through a couple of times slowly. If you have extra time, you could read the whole of chapters 6-12.
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	Repetition Tool
	Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it.
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	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  



Read 6:1-9.
Use the Repetition Tool:
What is the repeated phrase in 6:2, 6:6 and 6:8? In these verses the Lord is concerned to rescue His people, and also to reveal Himself: how are these themes related?


Read 12:21-32.
Use the Structure Tool. 
These verses divide into 3 sections: 

instructions about the rescue (12:21-23)
instructions about future remembrance of the rescue (12:24-27) 
and a description of the rescue (12:28-32).

Whom do they need to be rescued from in the first section, and whom are they rescued from in the third section?


In the remembrance liturgy when they get into the land, the people are called to remember when “the LORD…spared our houses” (12:27): What might surprising about that? What effect is this intended to have?



What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?


  Key Lessons :

Exodus 19:1 – 20:21

Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would actively remember Jesus’ saving death.

Read	Read Exodus 19:1 - 20:21 a couple of times slowly. 
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?
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	Linking Words Tool
	Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
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	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
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	Vocabulary Tool
	Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 



Use the Context Tool to remind yourself of where we have come in the story so far. Why is important to know that God rescued the Israelites (chapters 1-18) before giving them the Ten Commandments?

can you argue the same thing from the fact that 20:2 comes just before the commandments themselves? 

Can you use the Linking Words Tool to explain the same logic from the “therefore” of 19:5?

Can you use the Linking Words Tool to make a similar point from the “that” (meaning “so that”) of 8:2, 8:20; 9:1, 9:13, 10:3?

Use the Structure Tool to divide the whole passage into 2-3 sections. Can you see how they fit together in a sandwich with the commandments themselves in the middle?

The outer bit of the sandwich is all about the “fear of God” which seems to be a positive thing, provided it comes with reassurance (20:20). But what does the “fear of God” mean? Use the Vocabulary Tool to work out, by looking at the way in which the words are used, whether is is about a) respecting God b) being scared of God. How will this help a rescued people to serve God? 

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?




Leviticus 16  Key Lessons :

Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would walk in obedience to the God who saved them.
Read	Read Leviticus 16 a couple of times slowly. 
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	Genre Tool
	There are many types of genre in the Bible – songs, prophecies, proverbs, laments, visions, speeches, parables, historical narrative. Identifying the genre is very important to how we interpret a passage.  
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?
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	Vocabulary Tool
	Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 



Use the Genre Tool to think about the nature of ritual. How is this type of literature different from historical narrative? E.g. compare this week’s passage with last week’s.
Ritual encodes truth in the symbolism of repeated actions. It’s only as we perform the acts repeatedly (or see them performed) that their meaning begins to get inside us. Consider the significance of the following rituals. 
What do they convey?
· In December, instead of the usual way of eating a box of chocolates, British families place each chocolate behind a numbered door, and consume them daily, in order.
· In a British wedding, a bride typically walks down the aisle with her father at the start, but walks back down the aisle with her husband at the end. 
	
The best way to understand this chapter, then, is to perform the actions. Cut out pieces of paper to represent one bull, a ram, two goats, Aaron, a “man who is in readiness” (with detachable clothes), a bath, a fire, a holy place, and an area outside the camp. See if you can then re-enact the ritual, as you move the pieces of paper around. What do you think is conveyed by these actions as you perform them? Don’t just think about the symbolism of individual gestures, but the ceremony as a whole.

Use the Context Tool. Sometimes people read all the regulations and rituals of Leviticus as though it were all a bit of a hassle. But remind yourself from earlier in the Bible story why having God dwell in the midst of the camp is such a good thing (even if it does require some diligent priestly work!)
Use the Vocabulary Tool to consider the meaning of the words “make atonement” (e.g. v30, v34). Some theologians have suggested that it is about the removal of sin only (which is known as “expiation”). Others argue that it deals also with God’s wrath at sin (known as “propitiation”). The author seems to hint in v1 that we need the Context Tool to consider the story of Aaron’s sons (see 10:1-7). Does this help?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?

Leviticus 26  Key Lessons :

Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would confess their sins, knowing that “he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
Read	Read Leviticus 26 a couple of times slowly. 

	[image: ]
	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?
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	Author’s Purpose Tool
	The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply: why did the author write this?
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	Bible Timeline Tool
	Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the light of what has happened in between (e.g. the other side of Jesus)?


Use the Structure Tool to divide the passage into 2-3 main sections (they don’t have to be of equal length and you shouldn’t necessarily trust the ESV editor). Try to give a heading to each section.
Use the Context Tool to see how many allusions you can find to previous parts of the Bible Overview (you might want to think your way through the Scroll of time). In particular can you find anything that reminds you of a) the garden of Eden b) the covenants with Noah and Abraham c) the Exodus d) the golden calf episode? e) the revelation of God’s name in Exodus 34:6-7
Use the Author’s Purpose Tool. Why do you think this passage draws all of these strands together?
Use the Structure Tool again, this time to consider how you might subdivide the punishments for disobedience section. Can you find a progression? Why do you think it doesn’t all come in one go, like the blessings for obedience section? 
Use the Bible Timeline Tool to think how this passage might apply to us, as New Testament believers. This week there are two verses in the envelope of fulfilment, and unusually we are going to divulge the secret. Your task is to consider how each might (differently) steer our application:
a) Galatians 3:13

b) John 15:5-6


  Key Lessons :

Numbers 13:1-14:38
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would heed the warnings of Scripture and so persevere in faith to the end.
Read	Read Numbers 13:1-14:38 a couple of times slowly. 
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	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?

	[image: A hammer with a wooden handle

Description automatically generated]
	Author’s Purpose Tool
	The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply: why did the author write this?




With a long passage like this one, it’s important to get the whole story clear in your head, and to know your way around. Use the Structure Tool to divide the passage into different scenes. Can you think of an image to capture the essence of each scene (e.g. for the first, you could choose a huge bunch of grapes, 13:23)?
At this stage in the Bible Overview, the Context Tool really comes into its own; we notice connections everywhere with what has gone before. How does a knowledge of the back story help you to appreciate the full significance of the following phrases:
“the people grumbled against Moses…” (14:2, compare v27, v29)
 	“a land that flows with milk and honey” (14:8)
“The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving inquity and transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty” (14:18)


Use the Author’s Purpose Tool to draw the two chapters together, and to try to identify the overall lesson. 




What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?



  Key Lessons :

Joshua 2:1-24; 5:13 – 6:27
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would fix their eyes on the land of milk and honey. 
Read	Read Joshua 2:1-24; 5:13 – 6:27 a couple of times slowly. 
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?


This week, we are simply asking you to compare and contrast these chapters from Joshua with our previous study in Numbers 13-14 (Context Tool). As you read them side by side, you will find many parallels. See if you can complete the table below.
NUMBERS 13-14					JOSHUA 2, 5-6
10 bad spies, 2 good spies
Israel fears Canaan
People disbelieve/disobey
They go into battle without the ark…
… and lose 
The Israelites fall (except Joshua and Caleb)



In summary, Joshua is a success, whereas Numbers was a disaster. Can you identify the reason for the difference?
What did the people do differently

What happened, in God’s providence, that helped the people do differently?


What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?

  Key Lessons :

1 Samuel 8
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would not be cowardly, but prove their faith in God’s promises by acts of courage. 
Read	Read 1 Samuel 8 a couple of times slowly. 
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	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?
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	‘So What?’ Tool
	What difference does this make to my life? How will it work out in particular situations I am facing at the moment?



Use the Structure Tool to divide the passage into sections, paying attention to who is speaking at each point. Can you find two cycles of conversation? Why is it significant that it goes round for the second time?

What do you think the people are getting wrong? 



Things get more complicated (but more helpfully nuanced) when we put things in a bigger Bible context! Read what God has said already about asking for a king in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. And have a sneak preview of what God will say about a king in 2 Samuel 7:12-13. So kings aren’t always bad! With the benefit of the Context Tool can you refine your answer about what the people are getting wrong here in 1 Samuel?

Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. Where might our desire for leadership (in itself not necessarily a bad thing) go similarly wrong?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?

  Key Lessons :



2 Samuel 7
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would not forsake God as their king, nor seek leadership (in their private life, or church, or national life) that offers an alternative to God’s rule. 
Read	Read 2 Samuel 7 a couple of times slowly. 
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?
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	Vocabulary Tool
	Bible words have Bible meanings. Be alert in case the author is using a familiar word in an unusual way. 
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	Linking Words Tool
	Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.



Use the Context Tool to locate this passage within the Scroll of Time. What references can you find to previous passages that we have studied in the Bible Overview? Can you briefly summarise the whole of the story so far? (CHALLENGE: Why not try to do this for your housemate/spouse/ daughter/Chihuahua).

Psalm 89:3 refers to the promises that God makes to David as a ‘covenant’. Compare them with what God promised Abraham back in Genesis 12:1-3. What is the same? What is new? 

Use the Vocabulary Tool to consider the various references to a “house”. Can you see how the word is used in two different ways? How does the author use this wordplay to emphasise how David gets off on the wrong foot, and God has (wonderful) other ideas? 

Use the Linking Words Tool to explore the relationship between God’s promises and David’s prayers in v27, and in vv28-29. How might the same logic help us as we pray “thy kingdom come”?


What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?



  Key Lessons :

1 Kings 8:22-53
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, that they would joyfully submit to King Jesus, who has been given the throne of his father David, and who will reign over the house of Jacob forever!
Read	Read 1 Kings 8:22-53 a couple of times slowly. 
	[image: A yellow and black tape measure

Description automatically generated]
	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does a particular word or sentence or paragraph fit with what has come before?
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	Repetition Tool
	Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it.



Use the Structure Tool to divide the passage up into sections. Can you find a pair of bookends in which eyes are used to hear, enclosing a sevenfold request? 
Use the Context Tool to remind yourself of our previous study in 2 Samuel 7, in which God promised that David’s son would build a “house” (temple) but that God would build a “house” (royal dynasty). How do these promises inform the opening paragraph of Solomon’s dedication, vv23-26?
Look at vv27-53 using the Repetition Tool, perhaps aided by a highlighter pen. What kind of prayers does Solomon anticipate being prayed at the temple?

Use the Context Tool again to compare the various scenarios that Solomon lists with Leviticus 26:14-45, that we looked at earlier in the Bible Overview. How does this help understand why the temple is necessary / such a blessing?


What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?


  Key Lessons :

1 Kings 10:1-10 and 11:1-13
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and give thanks that through Jesus our prayers for forgiveness reach God’s throne in heaven.
Read	Read 1 Kings 10:1-10 and 11:1-13 a couple of times slowly. 
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	The ‘Who am I?’ Tool 
	With which character (if any) does the author intend us to identify ourselves?
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	Linking Words Tool
	Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
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	Tone and Feel Tool
	As we come to the Bible, we should not only pay attention to the point that is being made, but also how it is being made. What feelings does the passage evoke?



First consider 10:1-10
Use the Tone and Feel Tool. How does the author’s language underline the sheer glory of Solomon’s kingdom?

Use the ‘Who am I?’ Tool. What lessons would someone take from the passage if they assumed that Solomon corresponds to an ordinary Christian, so that his experience is a model for ours? Why could this be a dangerous interpretation?

What about if we drew the lines of application differently. How might the passage encourage us if we instead assume that 
Solomon à Jesus
	Citizens of Solomon’s kingdom à US


Now consider 11:1-13
Solomon does two things wrong, one involving wives and one involving gods. Use Linking Words Tool to consider how the two sins are connected. Why is that important?

Use the Tone and Feel Tool. How does the author’s language underline the sheer tragedy of what has happened? 

Use the ‘Who am I?’ Tool. If we take the path from Solomon as king to Jesus as king, it’s one of contrast. How does this passage make us more thankful for Jesus kingdom? 

Use the ‘Who am I?’ Tool differently (with a steer from Nehemiah 13:23-27). If we take the path from Solomon as fallen believer to ourselves as tempted believers, how does this passage function as a huge warning?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?


  Key Lessons :

2 Kings 17:6-23 and 21:1-16 
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and give thanks that (like Solomon) Jesus brings happiness to the citizens of his kingdom and (unlike Solomon) his kingdom is secure. 
Read	Read 2 Kings 17:6-23 a couple of times, carefully (we will spend most of our time in these verses). Read 2 Kings 21:1-16 more quickly, to get the main contours of the story. 
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	Linking Words Tool
	Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
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	Tone and Feel Tool
	As we come to the Bible, we should not only pay attention to the point that is being made, but also how it is being made. What feelings does the passage evoke?
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does this passage fit with what has come before in the big Bible story?


A bit of background
Soon after Solomon’s reign, there is a civil war. The kingdom is divided into two nations, Israel in the north, and Judah in the south. The temple in Jerusalem, and the king in the line of David are both in Judah. In this week’s study we consider the decline and fall of both nations. Israel fell to the Assyrians in 722BC. Judah fell to the Babylonians shortly afterwards, in 586/7BC. 

First consider 17:6-23
Use the Linking Words Tool. Why is the “because” of 17:7 so important? Why do we need such an extended explanation (it seems to run all the way until v23)?

Use the Tone and Feel Tool. How does the author’s language paint a grim picture of what the Puritan Ralph Venning called “the sinfulness of sin”? 

Use the Context Tool to remind yourself of the blessings and curses prescribed within the covenant God made with his people in Leviticus 26. How are God’s actions in line with what he said (and continued to say, see 2 Kings 17:13, 23)?

Now consider 21:1-16 
Use the Context Tool to compare the fate of Judah with what happened to Israel. How does history repeat itself?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?

  Key Lessons :

Ezekiel 1, 8-10
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and spend time grieving your sin before God, calling to mind the ways you have served idols, rejected his word, done wicked things, conformed to the ways of the world. Turn from those things and take hold, with joy, of the forgiveness that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
Read	Read Ezekiel chapter 1 and chapters 8-10 a couple of times, carefully. 
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	Genre Tool
	There are many types of genre in the Bible – songs, prophecies, proverbs, laments, visions, speeches, parables, historical narrative. Identifying the genre is very important to how we interpret a passage.  


In the previous study we read of the fall of the northern kingdom (Israel) to the Assyrians followed by the fall of the southern kingdom (Judah) to the Babylonians; we learned that this happened because of their persistent sin, which – after many ignored warnings – led to God’s judgement. Amongst those exiled to Babylon was a faithful priest called Ezekiel (1:1‑3). He was taken captive relatively early, in 597BC, though the city of Jerusalem didn’t fall until 11 years later (33:21). That’s why he can receive visions about the temple – at that stage it was still standing.

In some ways the message of this study is the same as the last one; Ezekiel is prophesying of the same terrible events, and they happened for the reasons we’ve already explored. The difference isn’t in content but style. Previously we read history. This time we are reading a vision. It’s essential that we use the Genre Tool to tune in to a different kind of writing. He is not describing things he saw with his physical eyes, as an eyewitness would, but what things were “like”, or how they “appeared”, as God reveals them in dramatic pictures and images and metaphors. It’s vision, not video; figurative, not Fujifilm; Picasso, not photo. We need to enter into the world of a dream. 

How does Ezekiel’s vision in chapter 1 convey the following things about God:
his holiness and glory?
his rightful place as ruler of creation (look for echoes of the hierarchy established in Genesis 1)?
the fact that he sees everything?
the portability of his throne?

Now consider chapters 8-10. How have people forgotten, at their great peril, those same facts about God?
his holiness and glory
his rightful place as ruler of creation (what place do they give to “creeping things”?)
the fact that he sees everything
the portability of his throne (i.e. how easily he can depart from the temple)

Use the Genre Tool again. What has the prophetic vision captured for us that the historical narrative (last week, in 2 Kings) couldn’t?  
What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?


  Key Lessons :

Ezekiel 34
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and spend time thinking about God as he appears in Ezekiel’s vision in chapter 1 – enthroned above the living creatures, clothed in fire, mounted on a many-wheeled chariot full of eyes… 
Read	Read Ezekiel chapter 34 a couple of times, carefully.
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	Tone and Feel Tool
	As we come to the Bible, we should not only pay attention to the point that is being made, but also how it is being made. What feelings does the passage evoke?

	[image: See full size image]
	Bible Timeline Tool
	Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? Where am I on the Bible timeline? How do I read this in the context of the bigger story?



The message of Ezekiel 34 is straightforward: God rejects the “shepherds” (= leaders) of Israel and promises to take on the role of shepherd himself. 

Use the Tone and Feel Tool to consider how Ezekiel’s prophecy makes this truth three-dimensional; how he develops the shepherding metaphor to help us to feel the horror of the leaders’ failure, and the glory of God’s solution. In particular:
What evil things do the bad shepherds do?
What good things do the bad shepherds fail to do?
What good things does God promise to do and how does this contrast with the bad shepherds?
Imagine that you are a sheep (!) to appreciate the significance of some of the imagery. What’s exciting about pasture and lying down and pastoral healthcare…


Use the Bible Timeline Tool to set Ezekiel’s prophecy in the context of the bigger story (summarised in the diagram). Can you explain the various ups and downs, from your memory of earlier studies in the Bible overview?  Egypt
Canaan
Babylon
EXODUS
EZEKIEL’S PROPHECY




Someone has suggested that Ezekiel is promising something like “Exodus 2.0”. Can you find any similarities with the first Exodus? Look for hints of rescue, covenant language, distinctive Exodus phrases. Why would this connection be very encouraging for Ezekiel’s first hearers, in exile in Babylon?

There are lots of possibilities for the envelope of fulfilment. What aspects of this passage are echoed in 	
a) Matthew 25:31-46 	
b) John 10:1-18 	
c) Luke 19:10?
  Key Lessons :



Ezekiel 36:16 – 37:14
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and give thanks that Jesus is “the great Shepherd of the sheep” (Hebrews 13:20).
Read	Read Ezekiel chapter 36:16 – 37:14 a couple of times, carefully.
	[image: A yellow and black tape measure

Description automatically generated]
	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  

	[image: See full size image]
	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does this passage fit with what has come before in the big Bible story?
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Description automatically generated]
	Quotation / Allusion Tool
	When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look up the original context of his quotation. What connection is he making?



Things have reached rock bottom. Ezekiel is in exile in Babylon, where he has received a vision about God’s glory departing the temple (10:18) followed by news that the city of Jerusalem has fallen (33:21). But just as things couldn’t get any worse, Ezekiel starts to receive gracious promises of rescue. Last time we learned of a new shepherd-king. Now we learn of God’s plan to give his people new hearts!



First consider 36:16-38
Use the Structure Tool to consider how carefully these verses have been put together: 

        vv20 Quotation from the gossip of the nations, (that reflects badly on God, v21)
v22 “not for your sake”
	v24-25 brought into the “land” and cleansed from “all your 
                  uncleannesses”
		vv26-27 NEW HEART
	v28-29 dwell in the “land” and delivered from “all your uncleannessess”
v32 “not for your sake”
       v35 Quotation from the gossip of the passers-by (by which they “shall know that I 
             am the LORD”; v36).

What is the turning point? Why is this such a game changer? Why might it be just what is needed (think about all that’s gone wrong so far in the story)?
What is the big contrast between vv16-20 and vv33-36? (clue: first and foremost it’s about God and not about the people).
Now consider 37:1-14
Use the Context Tool. How do these verses build on the oracle of chapter 36? What is the same? How does this new vision take it further?

Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool. Can you detect a deliberate allusion to Genesis 2:7? Why might Ezekiel want his readers to know that the rescue is like a new creation?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?
  Key Lessons :



Ezekiel 43:1-12; 47:1-12
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and marvel at the fact that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
Read	Read the whole of Ezekiel chapter 40-48 to get an overview. Then read 43:1‑12 and 47:1-12 again, more carefully
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does this passage fit with what has come before in the big Bible story?

	[image: A close up of a trowel

Description automatically generated]
	‘So What?’ Tool
	What difference does this make to my life? How will it work out in particular situations I am facing at the moment?

	[image: A blue and silver hand drill

Description automatically generated]
	Genre Tool
	There are many types of genre in the Bible – songs, prophecies, proverbs, laments, visions, speeches, parables, historical narrative. Identifying the genre is very important to how we interpret a passage.  



First consider 43:1-12
We have seen God’s chariot-throne before. Use the Context Tool to remind yourself of the horror of God’s departure in chapter 10. What is the good news in 43:1-5? What would this promise mean the Israelites in exile in Babylon? What hope does it give them?

How are God’s promises about the future connected to the need for the people to turn away from sin, in vv6-12? Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. How does this challenge you to respond?


Now consider 47:1-12
Use the Genre Tool as you approach Ezekiel’s vision of a river. He’s not describing literally the waterways of the new creation, just as in chapter 34 God’s people aren’t literally sheep who eat grass; this is metaphor and picture language. But we can delve into the symbolism:
what is the source of this river, and why is that significant?

what are the effects of this river, and why are they wonderful (more than one answer!)

Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. How does this picture of the future motivate for you to live more for the Lord Jesus now?

What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?

  Key Lessons :

Ezra 1:1-11 and 3:10-13
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and praise God for our shared destination: a city with a throne and a life-giving river!
Read	This week there is more to read than usual – see below.
	[image: See full size image]
	Linking Words Tool
	Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.
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Description automatically generated]
	Quotation / Allusion Tool
	When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look up the original context of his quotation. What connection is he making?

	[image: See full size image]
	Bible Timeline Tool
	Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? What has come before? What will come after? How does the bigger picture help me to understand what is going on?



After seventy years in exile in Babylon, the people of Judah are allowed to return to rebuild Jerusalem. In the book of Ezra we read of the rebuilding of the temple. In the book of Nehemiah we read of the rebuilding of the city walls. Lots has been promised in the prophet Ezekiel about the restoration of Israel and the temple. To what extent has it come to pass?

Read Ezra 1:1-11. What reasons are there to be optimistic – “God is beginning to bring the restoration that he promised because…”?
Use the Linking Words Tool to consider the “so that” of v1. How does that fuel your optimism?
Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to compare 1:4 with Exodus 12:35-36. How does that fuel your optimism?
Read Ezra 3:10-13. What reasons are there to be pessimistic – “this falls far short of what was promised, because…”?
Use the Bible Timeline Tool to explain why it is the older people who are weeping, while the youngsters whoop for joy (v12). 

Try to pull everything together. There is lots of good news, but it’s nowhere near what is promised. Why would the Bible story be a disaster if it stopped here? What is still needed? How does this passage help us more to appreciate the coming of Jesus?
What do you think might be in the envelope of fulfilment this week?


  Key Lessons :

Luke 3:21 – 4:15
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and praise God that we live in the age of fulfilment, in which “all of the promises of God find their Yes in [the Son of God]” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
Read	Read Luke 3:21 – 4:15 a couple of times, carefully.

	[image: See full size image]
	Author’s Purpose Tool
	The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply: why did the author write this? 
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	Quotation / Allusion Tool
	When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look up the original context of his quotation. What connection is he making?



At first sight, this section of Luke is a bit of a mishmash – an eyewitness report of Jesus’ baptism, then a long genealogy, then a transcript of the conversation that took place between Jesus and Satan in the wilderness. But Luke is a theologian as well as a historian, and he has carefully ordered his account to make a point. Use the Author’s Purpose Tool to think about what connects these three episodes together (there is a hint across the page if you need it)

Luke is teaching us about who Jesus is, but also inviting us to compare Jesus to other characters in the Bible story. Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to consider connections between this passage and
a) Genesis 3:1-6


b) Numbers 13:25-33 (note the duration, v25 and the location v26) 



Throughout the Bible Overview we have noticed that God repeatedly makes a covenant with his people – with Noah; with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; with the nation at Sinai; with King David. Although we didn’t major on it at the time (because the author of Genesis doesn’t) it is later revealed in Hosea 6:7 that God’s relationship with Adam was also covenantal.
Again and again, God’s people broke the covenant. They were not faithful to the God who called them into relationship, and their disobedience had grave consequences. How does this background help us to understand the contrast that Luke draws between Jesus and Adam and between Jesus and Israel? In what sense could you call him Adam/Israel 2.0? Why does this give us so much hope?

There is no envelope of fulfilment this week because THIS IS THE FULFILMENT!(Hint: what title is given to Jesus in 3:22? What title is given to Adam in 3:38? How does Satan begin his first challenge in 4:3?) 

[bookmark: _Hlk155198979]
Luke 24  Key Lessons :

Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and praise God that “as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive”                 (1 Corinthians 15:22)
Read	Three days earlier, Jesus had hung on a cross and “breathed his last” (Luke 23:46). Then came the Sabbath (v56). Now, at first light on Sunday morning, a group of women loyal to Jesus are on their way to embalm his corpse. Read Luke 24 a couple of times, carefully.
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Description automatically generated]
	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  

	[image: See full size image]
	Author’s Purpose Tool
	The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply: why did the author write this? 

	[image: See full size image]
	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does this passage fit with what has come before in the big Bible story?



It’s often best to begin with the Structure Tool. You’ll quickly discover that the chapter is divided into three scenes (vv1-12; vv13-35; vv36-53). Can you see how each scene follows a similar pattern? How does each one begin? How does each one end? What’s the turning point?


Use the Author’s Purpose Tool. Luke told us at the beginning of his gospel that his aim was to give Theophilus “certainty” by setting out the eyewitness evidence (1:1-4). How do the specific details of what is reported give us confidence that Jesus died and rose from the dead?


You’ll have spotted that alongside what is witnessed, there is an emphasis on this having been predicted either by Jesus himself (v6-7) or by the Old Testament Scriptures (vv25-27) or by Jesus and the Scriptures (vv44). Use the Context Tool to see the same emphasis earlier in Luke’s gospel:

Luke 18:31-34

Luke 16:31

How does all of this help you see the benefit of doing a Bible Overview?

How does all of this convince you that Jesus died and rose again?
What’s the cliff-hanger at the end of Luke’s gospel? Why can’t the Bible story end here?

  Key Lessons :

Acts 2
Pray	Pray for the members of your group, and rejoice that our Lord Jesus conquered death and is alive today!
Read	Read Acts 2 a couple of times, slowly.
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does this passage fit with what has come before in the big Bible story?
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	Author’s Purpose Tool
	The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply: why did the author write this? 

	[image: A close up of a trowel
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	‘So What?’ Tool
	What difference does this make to my life? How will it work out in particular situations I am facing at the moment?



Acts 1:1-2 makes it clear that this is a sequel, picking up from where Luke’s gospel left off. Use the Context Tool. In what different ways (at least 3) did Luke 24 prepare us for what happens in this week’s passage?

There is a lot going on in Acts 2, enough for a whole term of grace groups! Our aim is simply to get the big picture. Here are some of the main ideas:
Hearers converted; church grows

Hearers converted; church grows

Christians bear witness to Jesus
Holy Spirit
 poured out on the church
(in fulfilment of Joel 2)
Jesus enthroned
(in fulfilment of
Psalm 110)
Jesus resurrected
(in fulfilment of
Psalm 16)
Jesus crucified

	



Can you find the links that Luke makes between each of the boxes. How does each one lead to the next? (e.g. see how v33 connects Jesus’ enthronement with the pouring out of the Spirit).

Use the Author’s Purpose Tool. What is Luke teaching us about the church? To what do we owe our existence? What connection do we have to the historical events about Jesus? What role does the Holy Spirit play? What role does preaching play? 

Finally use the ‘So What?’ Tool. How does this passage make you think differently about Grace Church Greenwich? Why are we here? How does it make you think differently about evangelism/mission? How will the church grow? 

We are told that the early church “devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (v42). How much is that true of you? 
What steps could you take to deepen fellowship with others at church? Could you show hospitality in some way? Could you arrange to meet to pray with others who live or work near you? Are there informal evangelistic ventures you could pioneer together? Of course being involved in a Grace Group is a great start – are there others you could invite to join us?
  Key Lessons :

Acts 10:1 – 11:18
Pray	Pray for the members of your group that, as they submit to the Lordship of the risen and ascended Christ, they would be “devoted … to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42)
 Read	Read Acts 10:1 – 11:18 a couple of times, slowly.
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	Author’s Purpose Tool
	The biggest question we can ever ask of a passage in the Bible is simply: why did the author write this? 
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	Context Tool
	If you take a text out of context you’re left with a con! How does this passage fit with what has come before in the big Bible story?
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	Bible Timeline Tool
	Where is this passage on the Bible timeline? What has come before? What will come after? How does the bigger picture help me to understand what is going on?
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	‘So What?’ Tool
	What difference does this make to my life? How will it work out in particular situations I am facing at the moment?



Use the Author’s Purpose Tool. In what different ways does Luke indicate that these are events of momentous importance? (think about how long he spends on this episode, how he builds suspense, what is repeated/emphasized etc.)

Use the Author’s Purpose Tool again to identify the main theological point of the chapter, summarised by Peter in 10:47-48 and by the other apostles in 11:18. Can you express it in your own words? 

How do Peter and the other apostles reach this conclusion?


Use the Context Tool to compare 10:43-46 with what happened on the day of Pentecost in chapter 2. How do the many similarities between these events support Peter’s conclusion?


Use the Bible Timeline Tool. What is the difference between life before this event, and life after it? Why would God’s dealings in human history be incomplete without it?


Use the ‘So What?’ Tool. Why is this passage good news for you? What reasons does it give us to give thanks to God? How does it challenge us in our evangelism? What kind of people can now be saved and what are the implications of that? 



  Key Lessons :

Hebrews 3-4
Pray	Pray that all of us at Grace Church Greenwich would be gripped by the fact that “everyone who believes in [Jesus] receives forgiveness of sins through his name” (Acts 10:43) and so we would want to share the gospel with everyone.
 Read	Read Hebrews chapters 3-4 once. Then read 3:7 – 4:11 more carefully, as these are the verses we will focus on.
	[image: ]
	Quotation / Allusion Tool
	When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look up the original context of his quotation. What connection is he making?
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	‘So What?’ Tool
	What difference does this make to my life? How will it work out in particular situations I am facing at the moment?
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	Structure Tool
	How has the author broken down his material into sections? How do these sections fit together?  



This passage is itself a Bible Overview! It brings together several events from the Bible story, marked on the timeline below. Can you work out which verses talk about which part of the timeline? How are they all connected?

  Key Lessons :




God created the world in six days and rested on the 7th day
The Israelites sinned in the desert and so missed out on the Promised Land
DEATH & RESURRECTION & ASCENSION OF JESUS
King David wrote Psalm 95 to warn people in his day not to repeat the mistakes of an earlier generation.
The book of Hebrews is written to warn its readers not to fall away
A
B
C
D














Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to remind yourself of what happened in Genesis 2:1-3 (our first ever study in the Bible Overview). How did we see that “rest” was the goal of all creation? According to the author of Hebrews, what point on the Bible Timeline does that point forward to (A, B, C or D)? How is that an encouragement for us?

Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to remind yourself of what happened in Numbers 13-14 (which we looked at earlier in the Bible Overview). What different words does the author of Hebrews use to describe the mistake that they made back then? How is that a warning for us?

Use the So What? Tool to pick out the direct applications in the text (e.g “take care”, 3:12). What is individual and what is corporate? How does this challenge you/us?

Use the Structure Tool to consider why the author has sandwiched 3:7 – 4:12 between two references to Jesus as a faithful high priest (3:1-2; 4:14-16). How does that bring comfort to counterbalance the frightening bits of the passage?


Hebrews 9:1-14; 9:23-28; 10:11-31
Pray	Pray that we would “take care … lest there be in any of [us] an evil, unbelieving heart leading [us] to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today’, that none of [us] may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews 3:12-13).
 Read	Read Hebrews chapter 10:11-31.
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	Quotation / Allusion Tool
	When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look up the original context of his quotation. What connection is he making?
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	‘So What?’ Tool
	What difference does this make to my life? How will it work out in particular situations I am facing at the moment?
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	Linking Words Tool
	Whenever you see a ‘therefore’ ask what it’s there for! And the same goes for words like ‘because’, ‘so that’, ‘for’ etc.



The author to the Hebrews alludes to many other parts of Scripture in these chapters, as he shows how Christ is the fulfilment of everything that was promised and foreshadowed. In particular, he alludes to the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16), which we studied earlier in our Bible Overview. Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to refresh your memory of what happened then. Why was it necessary? Why was it a fundamentally a blessing?

Fill in the table below, looking out for differences between the Old Testament sacrificial system and the fulfilment in Christ.




	
	Old Testament sacrificial system
	Christ

	9:11-14


	e.g. purification of the flesh

	purification of the conscience 

	9:23-28
	

	

	10:11-14
	

	



Use the So What? Tool as you look through 10:19-25. What are the specific instructions given? 

How do they flow out of what you’ve written in the table above (this is really using the Linking Words Tool, because between the verses in the table and the application comes a great big “therefore”, 10:19).
 

Revelation 21-22  Key Lessons :

Pray	Pray for your members of your group, that we would be driven every day by the hope set before us. 
Read	Read Revelation 21-22 a couple of times, slowly. 
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	Quotation / Allusion Tool
	When the author quotes or alludes to another part of the Bible, we should look up the original context of his quotation. What connection is he making?

	[image: A blue and silver hand drill

Description automatically generated]
	Genre Tool
	There are many types of genre in the Bible – songs, prophecies, proverbs, laments, visions, speeches, parables, historical narrative. Identifying the genre is very important to how we interpret a passage.  
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	Repetition Tool
	Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it. Sometimes the author says something more than once to make sure we don’t miss it.


First consider 21:1 – 22:5
Use the Quotation/Allusion Tool to compare these verses at the end of the Bible to Genesis 1-2 at the very beginning, before everything went wrong. What’s the same? What’s different? How does John’s vision show us that the redeemed world is even better than the world as it was first created? There’s lots to find, so spend most time on this question!


Use the Genre Tool. Some Christians have taken the book of Revelation very literally, so that they are expecting people to bear a physical “mark of the beast” (13:16) and for the street of the heavenly city to be made physically of gold (21:21). Can you find evidence within our passage that the author intends us to read it more symbolically/figuratively, as a vision not a video? 
The fact that it’s symbolic doesn’t mean that it’s not teaching us something true of course! What truths are powerfully conveyed by the symbolism of a) bridalwear b) gold and precious stones c) a lake of sulphur d) a very wonderful kind of tree (for which you might want to use the Quotation/Allusion Tool a second time, to remind yourself of our study in Ezekiel 47:1-12!)


Now consider 22:6-21
Use the Repetition Tool. What 2-3 ideas does John return to again and again as he writes the final words of the Bible? How do they underline the big applications for us?

  Key Lessons :













Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk 
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:1-2
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